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By feveral tranfits over the meridian, obferved at the Royal 
Obfervatory, at the latter end of the year 1762 and beginning 
°f 1763, the firft or the preceding ftar of the three + , s of Aqua- 
rius (with all which I compared the moon, December 4* 1761, 
at St. Helena) preceded thefecond or fubfequent one 2 f .j" 9 n of 
time in right afcenfion, and the third or laft 3'. 9^,70 and the 
fecond preceded the third i.V',59 all according to the time of 
a clock regulated to agree with the diurnal revolution of the 
ftars. 



LVIIL An Account of an extraordinary 
Difeafe among the Indians, in the IJlands of 
Nantucket and Marthu's Vineyard, in 
New England* In a Letter from Andrew 
Oliver, Efq\ Secretary of his Majejiys 
Province of Maffachufett's Bay, to Ifrael 
Mauduit, Efq\ F. R. S* 

Bofton, 26 O&. 1764. 

SIR, 

KeadDec. 20, •considering your connexions, both 
I 7 6 4- \^j as a member of the Royal Society, 
and of the Society for propagating the gofpei among 
the Indians, I tranfmit you an account of an un- 
common ficknefs, which prevailed the 1 aft year at the 
iflands of Nantucket and Marthas Vineyard, which 
lie about fix or feven leagues from each other, and 
the latter about four or five leagues diftant from the 
Indian plantation at Mafhpee on the Continent, where 
it did not make its appearance at all. As I had my 
account from the Englifh minifter, and from the 
phyfician at Nantucket, and from the fociety's mif- 

fionary 



C 387 ] 

fionary at the Vineyard, of each of whom I made 
the moft fcrupulous inquiry, you may depend on 
the truth of it. 

About the beginning of Auguft, 17631 when the 
ficknefs began at Nantucket, the whole number of 
Indians belonging to that ifland was 358: of thefe, 
258 had the diftemper betwixt that time and the 
20 th of February following, 36 only of whom re- 
covered: of the 100, who efcaped the diftemper, 34 
were converfant with the fick, eight dwelt feparate, 
18 were at fea, and 40 lived in Engiifh families. 
The phyfician informs me, that the blood and juices 
appeared to be highly putrid, and that the difeaie was 
attended with a violent inflammatory fever, which 
carried them off in about five days. The feafon was 
uncommonly moift and cold, and the diftemper be- 
gan originally among them ; but having once made 
its appearance feems to have been propagated by con- 
tagion ; although fome efcaped it, who were expofed 
to the infe&ion. 

The diftemper made its appearance at Martha's 
Vineyard the beginning of December, 1763. It 
went through every family, into which it came, not 
one efcaping it : fifty- two Indians had it, 39 of whom 
died; thofe, who recovered, were chiefly of the 
younger fort. 

The appearance of the diftemper was much the 
fame in both thefe iflandsj it carried them off in 
each, in five or fix days. What is ftili more re- 
markable than even the great mortality of the di- 
ftemper is, that not one Engiifh perfon had it in 
either of the iflands, although the Engiifh greatly 
exceed in numbers $ and that fome perfons in one 
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family, who were of a mixt breed, half Dutch and 
half Indian, and one in another family, half Indian 
and half Negro, had the diftemper, and all reco- 
vered ; and that no perfon at all died of it, but fuch 
as were intirely of Indian blood. From hence it was 
called the Indian Sicknefs. 

There had been a great fcarcity of corn among 
the Indians the preceding winter : this, together 
with the cold moift feafon, have been afligned by 
fome as the caufes of the diftemper among them. 
Thefe circumftances, it is true, may have difpofed 
them to a morbid habit, but do not account for its 
peculiarity to the Indians : the Englifh breathed the 
fame air, and fuffered in fome meafure in the fcarcity, 
with the Indians -, they yet efcaped the ficknefs. I 
do not fee therefore, but that rhe Sudor Anglicirs, 
which heretofore affefted the Englifh only, and this 
late Indian ficknefs, muft be clafled together among 
the Arcana of Providence. 

I am, 
S I R, 

Your moft obedient 
Humble fervant, 

Andrew Oliver. 
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